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Ethnic and 
Cultural
Identity
• Student names
• Race and Ethnicity
• Emergent Bilingual 

Students

• Culturally Relevant 
Pedagogy/Culturally 
Responsive Teaching



* Stereotypes

* Use gender-inclusive greetings, 
terms, pronouns, etc. 

* Listen, but be cautious about 
giving advice

* Understand when it is appropriate 
or necessary to seek advice for 
yourself

Gender and Sexual 
Identity



1. Yield academic success
2. Help students develop positive 

cultural and ethnic identities while 
simultaneously helping them 
achieve academically 

3. Support students’ abilities to 
“recognize, understand, and 
critique current and social 
inequalities” 

Culturally Relevant 
Pedagogy

Gloria Ladson-Billings



Culturally Responsive 
Teaching 

Using the cultural knowledge, 
prior experiences, frames of 
reference, and performances 
styles of ethnically diverse 
students to make learning 

encounters more relevant and 
effective for them. 

Geneva Gay



Recognize all students as 
individuals

Rethink your own assumptions 
and preconceived ideas about 

what music class “should be” 

Students 
with 

Disabilities



IEP
Individualized Education Program

Legal document – students who 
receive special education services 

through the school (public and 
charter schools only)

Students must qualify under IDEA 
(Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act) – one of 13 

specified categories

Student must be reevaluated 
every 3 years for services to 
continue, but IEP team meets 

once a year to review plan

504
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 

(Civil Rights Law to prevent discrimination)

Not part of special education

Remove barriers to learning and support 
students with disabilities 

Any disability (much wider range and 
broader definition of disability than IEP)

No standard plan like IEP

Can include things like organizational help, 
modifications for learning environment 
(quiet area for test taking or reading), 

behavior plans, short-term injury 
accommodations (concussion, broken arm)







Accommodations in the Music 
Classroom

The 
Environment 

Sight, sound, 
organization

Instruments

Fine/Gross motor skills 
(think about physical or 
occupational therapy 
services)

Music Literacy 

Learning a new 
language

Are there challenges unique to 
meeting individual students’ needs 
within a music ensemble setting?



Students Who are 
Intellectually and/or 

Musically Gifted
“Gifted” 

and 
“Talented”

Twice 
Exceptional 
Students


